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out most of the great civilizations in histo-
ty. Death masks accompanied the

Egyptian mummies to the tomb so that the '

soul of the deceased could recognize its
body in the afterlife. The Greeks and

Romans popuiarlzed mask-wearing in their

societies by’ mciudmg itasa part of their
‘1:>erforrnmor arts.
- A variety of mater;als have been used
for mask- makmg, mciudmg leather, wood
fabric and papier-maché. In the Life

Casting class at the MSA/GPC Craft Studio,

-sculptor and MU graduaie student Mark

- Mueller uses plaster and Algiform, a -
biodegradable, organic material, to create
masks. Unlike traditional mask-makers,
Mucller uses the Algiform to make the -

Mask making, or body-casting, is one of
this 38-year-old’s sculptural specialties.
“Being able. fo reproduce something that is

e

alive is always fascinating,” Mueller says. So

when he was asked to teach the class this
year, he jumped at the chance.
Sculpture is a late calling for Mueller,

~ who was born in Tulsa, Okla. In 1997, an

arts-appreciation course at the University
of Texas at Arlington changed his life. He
fell in love with sculpture. Then 2 busi-

ness major, he became an art siudent and -

gracduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arls in

1999, 1t was also a drastic departure from
the previous 14 years of his life, four in

the Navy and 10 as a marketing manager
at a collection agency:

Mary’'s arms,” he says. “It looks dead and
vet alive at the same time.” Catching the
basic essence of the material and breath-
ing life into it is what Mueller wants (o do
with his sculptures. - .

~ Mueller describes his work routme as
“regimented.” Every week, he spends

about 60 hours researching, teaching and

working on his sculptures,

But Sundays are reserved for the sculp-
tor himself. Mueller takes a bike ride and
eats 2 pint of Ben & Jerry’s ice cream,

Mueller is currently pursuing a Master

of Fine Arts degree in sculpture and is

teaching a general art course as well as
mask- and body—castmg at the craft studio.
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